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  Whatôs the story behind the 12 Days  

      of Christmas? Look inside! 

  

Advent Study  
Join the Adult Bible Study in  

exploring the scriptures of the  

seasonñ6:30pm Wednesdays 

Are you an early riser?           Julotta Service  

    Whether or not, do plan to attend our 6:30 a.m. Julotta Service Christmas 
morning! What a wonderful way to begin this day with a candlelight service 
of singing and hearing the wonders of Jesus birth. Families are asked to bring 
their favorite coffee breads for sharing in the following fellowship time.  

December 13th 

Annual 

Christmas  

Program 

(5:00pm) & 

Christmas  

Dinner (6:00pm) 

J. U. M. P.  

E   P   Y   A 

S   H        T 

U   O       H 

S   L 

     D 

     S 

             
                        

             Wednesday Night  

                  6:30-8:00 p.m. 

                4 years-Grade 4 

    WHY Band performing 

      
                
  
    

   
      

Call Sherrin  

for more  

information! 

930-6227 

 Quilting Bee  

Bring a lunch! Smiles  

are provided!  

Every 1st and 4th Wednesday @ 10:00am! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/heart-quilt-patches-clip-art-thumb2719649.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-images-heart-quilt-patches-clip-art-image2719649&usg=__GcskdMvlBdXADinQP0Gfn405IRI=&h=35


2   

A  

Joyful 

Startle  
 I picked a book 

by Richard Foster called Streams of Living Wa-

ter and it tells the story of the beginning of a 

very familiar Christmas tradition.  In 1223, Fran-

cis of Assisi, one of the more unique characters 

in the history of Christianity, did something 

spectacular.  He wanted to do something sig-

nificant to mark Christmas, so he went off to a 

simple cave and went to work.  The time came, 

Christmas Eve, and villagers with candles and 

torches made their way through the night, with 

curious anticipation and joyful wonder, imagin-

ing what Francis might have been working on 

all this time.  Finally, reaching the cave, the light 

of their torches illumined a baby, wrapped 

tightly in strips of cloths and surrounded by a 

half-dozen cows and sheep.  At first confused, 

they came quickly to realize that this cave had 

been transformed into Bethlehem.  And as is 

recounted in First Life of St. Francis, by Tho-

mas of Celana, the people were ñFilled with 

new joy over the new mystery.  The woods rang 

with voices of the crowd and the rocks made 

answer to their jubilation.  The brothers sangé

and the whole night resounded with their rejoic-

ing.ò 

 Francis had created the first crèche, the 

manger scene.  Such images of the nativity are 

so norm in our Christmas celebrations and 

decorating, they often blend in as part of all that 

composes the holiday, so it is difficult to imag-

ine when such a scene would be such a shock-

ing display of wonder, that it would catch you off 

guard, and youôd break out in joyful singing.  

One of those who visited this scene, shared  

 

 

with the others gathered, a vision he had, of the 

child lifeless in the manger.  That was until in 

this vision Francis touches the child, who then 

simply wakes up as if heôd been sleeping.  As 

Thomas, the writer of this incident said, the 

message was not to be missed, ñfor the Child 

Jesus had been forgotten in the hearts of many, 

but the working of his grace, he was brought to 

life againéò 

 Christmas can still be a time when that 

ñworking of his graceò can bring life to our for-

getful hearts.  We can lament how off-kilter 

Christmas has gotten in our day, but we can still 

be surprised by its message: that God became 

human and dwelt among us.  That the God of 

the Universe, who breaths life, took as well, 

some first breaths a baby born in Bethlehem.  It 

is a miraculous message, which should startle 

us, by the joyful shock of it.  It is startling, like it 

had to be for Mary, receiving the news that she 

would be giving birth to the Son of God, or the 

shepherds faced with the skies being filled with 

an angelic choir. 

  May this Christmas be joyfully startling 

for you, as it was to those villagers, who came 

and saw an unexpected living nativity, and, as it 

is recorded, each ñreturned to his home with 

holy joy.ò  Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! 

                 Pastor Mark 



Prayers for  December 

Prayers of outreach: 

1) Those on the mission field 

2) The homeless, destitute, imprisoned 

3) Those serving in the military, in harmôs way 

4) Prayers for the lost, the hungry, the cold 

5) Strength to pray for our enemies 

 

ñRejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks;   

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.ò 1 Thess. 5:17 

 

1). Family Members: Dena, Dave, Cara and Max (our toy spaniel) 

 2. What are your hobbies? 

Reading is one of my favorites. I have had many different genre periods in my life. 

I started with mystery books like The Hardy Boys, I then went through my novels period with 

writers like Clive Cussler, WWII novels and real life WWII books like 

Dietrich Bonheoffer, Weapons of WWII. I then became interested in 

theology and philosophy and spent some time getting a variety of de-

grees. Right now I am reading historical novels of all periods of his-

tory, especially the early church, the crusades and the 20th century. 

4. What is your favorite sports team? 

USC football, Denver Broncos (and whoever is playing the Dallas 

cowboys), Dodgers, Lakers. 

5. What roles do you play at Wiley Heights? 

I work with youth groups and have had the privilege to teach the adult Sunday school class. 

6. What is your favorite part of being a member/ regular attendee at Wiley Heights?  Getting 

to be involved in youth group and, especially, JUMP Club with Cara! 
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In our church community: 

1) Financial stress, job loss 

2) Grieving families 

3) Continued prayer for recovery after  

     surgery    

4) Family/holiday stress 

              

with Megan Swanson                                  Meet Dave Elzie 

òO, come, let us adore Himéó 
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 Rehearsals 

will be  

during  

Childrenôs 

Church 

and JUMP 

Club!  

December Date 

1) PRC Meeting, 6:00 pm 

2) Quilting @ 10:00am 

    Adult Bible Study @ 6:30pm 

    JUMP/Jr. Why @ 6:30pm 

3) WHY Band Practice 6:30 

    WHY Bible Study 7:30 

6) Communion Sundayñ2nd Sunday of Advent 

8) Executive Board 7:00pm 

9) Adult Bible Study @ 6:30pm 

   JUMP/Jr. Why @ 6:30pm 

10) WHY Band Practice 6:30pm 

     WHY Bible Study 7:30pm 

13) 3rd Sunday of Advent 

     Christmas Program @ 5:00pm 

     Christmas Dinner @ 6:00pm 

15) Individual Boards @ 7:00pm 

     General Board @ 8:00pm 

16) Adult Bible Study @ 6:30pm 

     JUMP/Jr. Why @ 6:30pm 

17) WHY Band Practice 6:30pm 

     WHY Bible Study 7:30pm 

     Deacons @ UGM 

20) 4th Sunday of Advent 

23) NO Quilting-NO JUMP/Jr.WHY 

24) No Christmas Eve Service (see you at  

        JULOTTA Christmas Morning)   

25) Julotta Service @ 6:30am 

27) Season of Christmas begins 

30) NO JUMP/Jr.WHY 
 

 

The last Sunday of 

the month is Sunday 

School Hymn Sing!  

10:00am! Join the 

fun!  

 

WHITE   

ELEPHANT  PARTY 

ON DEC. 17! 

 

WHY Band Practice ð 

6:30-7:30pmðTHURSDAY 

WHY Bible Study  from  

7:30-8:30pm  

 DRESS  REHEARSAL @ 10:00am! Sat. Dec. 12th! 

Executive Board  

December 8, 7:00pm 

Individual Boards,  

General  Board,  

December 15, 7:00pm 
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Newsy Tidbits from Marian Anderson   

Sunday, November 1st, began with the 

changing back to standard time and end-

ing at 5:00pm with our annual Harvest 

Dinner and an óall needsô shower for the 

Union Gospel Mission. The cheesy pota-

toes and chicken, plus, were delicious and 

the dessert table with multiple pie choices 

was very inviting. Chaplain Kevin Morse 

from the Mission showed a DVD and em-

phasized how the Lord is using this won-

derful facility to reach out with care for the 

lost. 
 

67 colorful, cozy, pretty quilts added a 

touch of warmth to the sanctuary Sunday, 

November 8th, as they were displayed on 

the backs of the pews. Several were sold 

and the others were donated to needy 

causes. It truly is a joy to know that all the 

labor of love in the making of these quilts 

is enjoyed by many less fortunate indi-

viduals. 

 

Several ladies were ócaught upô in the 

thought of gifts at Christmas by assisting 

in gift wrapping at the Olde Light House, 

the UGM gift and clothing outlet. These 

packages and many, many more will be  

given to hundreds of children in Decem-

ber. 

Our hearts were saddened at the sudden 

passing of Linda Greenwood on Wednes-

day, November 11. Her memorial service 

was Monday, November 16th, followed by a 

dinner prepared by the family, and church 

ladies salads. Our condolences and prayers 

are extended to her husband, Don, and all 

the family. 
 

Sunday, November 22, at 12:30, Bill Hick-

man (a representative of Covenant Trust) 

held a seminar for several interested pre-

signed people regarding financial invest-

ment through our denomination. He gra-

ciously answered questions and provided 

lunch for all. 
 

Later that day was the Thanksgiving ser-

vice with Wiley Union Church at Wiley 

Heights. Music was provided by the Youth 

of Wiley Union and Pastor Mark gave the 

Thanksgiving message. Following, all en-

joyed refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

A heartfelt thank you is given to everyone who 

assisted in the decoration of the church. Many 

hand make light work. Coffee and cookies were 

readily available for extra strength during the day. 

 

The Pew Fund is complete and plans to order the 

comfy pads are underway. A big thank you to all 

who contributed to this very special project. 



ONEHUNDRED SIXTY ONE BOXES OF LOVE 

I am amazed every year at what a simple shoebox can bring.  

 First, a new pair of shoes... there is just something wonderful in a new pair of shoes. It seems you 

can run faster and jump higher and you always feel like you walk a little taller in a new pair of shoes.  

Second thing a shoebox brings, for me, is an opportunity to collect. Have you ever noticed all the things 

people collect in shoeboxes beside shoes? Well, since discovering Operation Christmas Child, I now col-

lect the love of Jesus in my shoeboxes! 

 We as a church filled 161 shoeboxes with the love of Jesus! Please remember to pray for those 

161 boxes, the people who will touch them on their journey, and that  each of the161 children will find the 

love of Jesus in their shoebox!  

 Every year I am amazed at the generosity of our church family, especially for those who are less 

fortunate, but I shouldnôt be.  Our challenge was 150 boxes, and you went above and beyond. So I have 

again been challenged to175 boxesð are you up to it? If we begin now it will be easy to do. As you find 

those after Christmas sales, buy for next year. When you get that new pair of shoes, save the box and 

begin filling it with stuff. If we fill boxes all year long, then the shoebox party in November will be the icing 

on the cake! You will find brochures on how to pack a box below the bulletin board in the narthex. And 

you can bring youôre items to the church any time if you donôt want to store them at home. I have a spe-

cial place for them here.  

 God bless you allé and keep saving shoeboxes! They will be filled with the love of Jesus! 

Gratefully, 

Sherrin Melcher  

 

Special recognition: 

Thank you to Jennifer Charles, Joanne Pace, Bernice Bitz, Johanna Russell, and Angelia Riedman for 

wrapping 107 shoeboxes on Friday, November 

20th! Not many of the large groups had every 

one of the boxes wrappedðwe did! 

Thank you, Art McEwen! You made the best 

potato soup and clam chowder (for our shoebox 

party) that Iôve ever eaten. If you missed it or 

were late, it was quite a sight to see a group of 

about 25 people pack 156 boxes in less than 

one hour. So, next year, donôt be late!  You just 

might miss out!   
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Twelve Days of Christmas  --  Todayôs cost 
(approximately) -  and reported History 
 
The Partridge in a Pear Tree .................$27.48  
Two turtle doves .....................................$50.00 
Three French Hens .................................$15.00 
Four Calling Birds ................................$280.00 
The Five Gold Rings ............................$600.00 
Six Geese a-laying ...............................$150.00 
Seven Swans a-swimming ...............$7,000.00 
Eight Maids a-milking ............................$20.40 
Nine Ladies dancing .........................$2,417.90 
Ten Lords a-leaping ...........................$  686.56 
Eleven pipers piping ............................$947.70 
Twelve drummers drumming .........$10,026.68 

Grand total would be....... $23071.72 
This song has always been less than easy to understand - we don't celebrate 12 days of Christ-

mas and then, why did the lover give such strange gifts? 
 A priest, in digging through some old correspondence between French Jesuits and British Jesuits, 

stumbled upon the mention of this song as written by the Jesuits in England during the 16th century right 
after the Anglican split when there was a persecution of all who choose to remain Roman Catholic - Many 
Catholic churches were destroyed as well as convents and monasteries. 

The Jesuits reputedly wrote "The Twelve Days of Christmas" as an entertaining way for the chil-
dren to memorize the catechism. Here are the deeper meanings of the 12 gifts.  

"My True Love" is God who is giving these gifts to the individual:    
   

The Partridge in a Pear Tree was Jesus reigning from the cross 
Two turtle doves was the Bible, the Old and New Testaments 
Three French Hens stood for the three virtues of Faith, Hope and Love or the three gifts of the  Magi 

 brought to the baby Jesus 
Four Calling Birds were the four gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John 
The Five Gold Rings recalled the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible 
Six Geese a-laying stood for the 6 days in which God created the world or the 6 precepts of the 

 Church 
Seven Swans a-swimming represented the Seven Sacraments 
Eight Maids a-milking were the eight Beatitudes 
Nine Ladies dancing were the Nine Choirs of Angels.  
Ten Lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments 
Eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples and 
Twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed 

 
http://suewidemark.netfirms.com/12days.htm   

http://suewidemark.netfirms.com/12days.htm
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 Worship 11:00am  
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December 

Anniversaries 

5 Lanny & Julie 

 Hughes 

14 Dave & Dena Elzie 

15 John & Darlene 

 Burns 

17 Sheldon & Kym  

 Arensen 

 Andy & Donna 

 Black 

20 Chris & Jennifer 

 Trammell 

28  James & Marilyn  

 Milton 

1 Jeanne  

 Brittingham 

 Ann Field 

 Gene Thompson 

5  Jessica Bitz- 

 Richards 

6 Kelli Clasen 

10 Bruce Arensen 

December Birthdays 

11  Lianne Clasen 

12  Sorayah Surkatty 

13  Julia Mellander 

15 Gary Worman 

16 Kym Arensen 

 Holly Bales 

 Maria Lund 

18 Frank Steele 

18 Julie Hughes 

19 Becky Thomas 

20 Steve Sandstrom 

22 Angie Haubrich 

 Brian Hunsperger 

23 Jenny Hughes 

27 Wendy Clasen 

29 Cynthia Tissell 


