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Pastor’s 2009 Annual Report—January 31st, 2010 
From the belly of a traditional song of joy, we see our reason for 
gladness in the gift of salvation.  It is not something based on the 
circumstances of the world that surrounds us, be them tragedies or 

triumphs, but on the truth of who Jesus is and what he accomplished.  And that leads to joy.  It is in finding our center and 
source in that joy that we have a reason to gather together as a church.  It is the grounding and cause of our existence and 
from it springs the joys of the fruit of a life together. 
 One of the things we do as a gathered church staff each week in our staff meeting is share some joys in the life of 
the church that we have witnessed.  We call them celebrations.  They range from gratefulness of a lively coffee hour to a 
response of compassion for those in mourning to a new face in the congregation.  To an outside observer such recollec-
tions look rather mundane, and at best perhaps somewhat charitable or slightly interesting, but not worthy of much note.  
Yet, to us these are signs of a living, breathing, active God.  When we name them, we bring what was hidden as ordinary 
and reveal it as extraordinary actions of God working through his people. 
 In 2009 we saw God‘s fingerprints of activity all over the place at Wiley Heights, which leaves much to celebrate.  
We saw new life.  We saw it literally in the birth of children, but we saw it as well in the reception of new members and new 
faces dotting our pews.  We witnessed the newness of an expanded backyard project along with numerous other mainte-
nance and beautification ventures.  A new Bible study was birthed on Wednesday nights, a new youth program (Jr. WHY), 
and a renewed confirmation class.  
 Yet we also have much to celebrate in the week to week life we share together in worship, fellowship, steward-
ship, and service.  It‘s those week in and week out activities that have given us the opportunity to cultivate and strengthen 
that life together.  Such things were especially necessary in difficult times.  We lost many sisters and brothers in the last 
year, who have been dear to us, but we trust in the hope of eternity with Christ.  It was also historically a hard financial 
year for many, but we celebrate that we found ourselves in the end with all our bills paid and faithful to our financial com-
mitments. 
 My personal celebrations in regards to the church come in rather ordinary ways.  I feel gifted and blessed to be 
here at Wiley Heights these last 15 months.  I feel tremendously privileged in you allowing me to be your pastor, to present 
the Word of God, to provide care and comfort, to visit those who are homebound, and to work with others in our commu-
nity to be a witness of the love of Christ.  Your encouraging words, notes, and desserts (wink, wink) mean very much to 
me, knowing that we share together in the mission of Christ for this community. 
 We have much to be thankful for and much to celebrate in 2009 and I anticipate the same for 2010.   As we look 
ahead towards this year, I think it should be one where our hearts and ears are ever attuned to the Holy Spirit.  My tempta-
tion is always to act before I pray, as opposed to trusting and listening to what the Spirit may hold for us.  I hope and am 
excited about further ways we can be in prayer lifting up of course our petitions, praises, and confessions before God, but 
also reveling in prayer that is about simply about being with God and listening.  I believe it is in prayer, that we will begin to 
see how we can be missionaries ―up on the hill‖ or in our neighborhoods, schools, workplaces, and social circles.  We 
celebrate the love of God because we know what it has meant in our lives, and my hope is to see others experience that 
transforming love so that they can follow after Jesus as well. 
 Finally, thank you for your faithful commitment and love to this church and to Christ.  It is a testimony to the fact 
that your souls are ―filled with gladness.‖  May our glad hearts move us joyfully into ministry through 2010. 
Submitted in Grace, Peace, & Gratitude, 
Mark E. Swanson 
 See, ―Postscript‖—(page 2) 

―O let your soul now be filled with gladness 

Your heart redeemed, rejoice indeed! 

O may the thought banish all your sadness 

That in his blood you have been freed, 

That God's unfailing love is yours, 

That you the only Son were given, 

That by his death he has opened heaven, 

That you are ransomed as you are.” 

Peter Jonsson Aschan; tr. Karl A. Olsson 
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If you have volunteered to serve in a  ministry on Sunday mornings, 

please post this sheet (the ‘fridge door is good!) where you will see it each 

week during the month. Thank you! 

 

Ushers for February are Willie and Carolyn Van de Graaf 

 

2/7 Coffee Hostess  Marian Anderson 

 Nursery   Colleen/Megan 

 Children’s Church Anne/Sandy 

 Flowers   Swanson’s 

 Scripture   Dena Elzie 

 

2/14 Coffee Hostess  Betty Jesperson 

 Nursery   Mike/Joyce 

 Children’s Church Anne/Sandy 

 Flowers   Van de Graaf’s 

 Scripture    Jim Milton 

 

2/21 Coffee Hostess  Ann Field 

 Nursery   Pam/Kevin 

 Children’s Church Anne/Sandy 

 Flowers   Marsh’s  

 Scripture   Doug Field 

 

2/28 Coffee Hostess  Nancy Barrett 

 Nursery   Sandy N./Judy J. 

 Children’s Church Anne/Sandy 

 Flowers   Don/Nadyne 

 Scripture   Jan Carlson 

*Nursery Coordinator: Megan Swanson 494-9963 

*Altar Flowers: call the office 966-2383 

*Scripture Reader: call the office 966-2383  

*Coffee Hostess: Marian Anderson 966-1561  

*Children‘s Church: Anne McEwen 248-3432 



Newsy Tidbits, Special Edition—Marian Anderson 
Because the January newsletter was mainly centered on M8issions, this one will include some of the December activities and disappointments. 
 

The church was beautifully decorated with garlands, window candles, poinsettias, and tow tastefully en-
hanced trees, with shiny ball and small lights. Preparations and rehearsals had been done in planning for 
the annual Christmas program at 5:00pm, Sunday, December 13, and the annual Christmas dinner at 
6:00pm. 
 The day had finally arrived and the aroma of baked ham traveled throughout the church. However, 
a phone call at 4:00pm conveyed the message of cancellation of both events!!! Why?? Are you serious?? 
Yes! The kitchen and lower level men‘s restroom was infiltrated with water from the septic system. All the 
kitchen helpers and others were busy mopping—dispensing the ham and telling people to take their food 
back home. 
 Monday, the trustees rented an electric auger and dislodged the blockage, probably caused by 
invading tree roots.  
  Sunday, December 20, at 11:00am, the program was presented in full fashion and enjoyed by all. 
 
Christmas Day was a well-attended Julotta service with candle lighting, scripture and audience singing 
accompanied by vocal, violin, and flute. 
 
Sunday, December 27, was a special day for the Swanson family, including Grandparents—2 sets—
Mark‘s brother, and a friend, Mark. It was the baptism of Oskar James Swanson, conducted by George 
Helton. It was very well done and God bless all of you! 
 
Pastor Mark attended the Mid-Winter Conference for Covenant Clergy in Denver, January 25-30th. 
George Helton was our speaker on Sunday, January 31st. 
 
Opaque plastic bins have been purchased by the Quilting ladies for storage of material. 
 
A Child Protection Class for workers in Children‘s Ministry was held on Sunday, January 24th, after 
Worship. 
 
Sunday, February 14th, will be Women Ministries Sunday, with the theme of ―Break the Chains: for the 
3rd and final emphasis on modern-day slavery. A retiring offering will be taken for this needy cause. Our 
guest speaker will be Ruth Rosenkranz. 
 

The Swanson’s hosted an open house party at their home, January 10th, 3:00-5:00pm. The large gath-

ering indulged in the many goodies, with non-stop visiting and full enjoyment. Thank you, Mark, Megan, 

and Oskar for a lovely afternoon. 

 

The Annual Meeting for our Rip n‘ Roll and Women Ministries ladies was Tuesday, January 19th. As al-

ways, there was ―lots of work‖ accompanied by laughter and, after lunch, a time of discussing and plan-

ning our 2010 schedule, Elected officers are: Chairman, Marian Anderson; Treasurer, Bev Cardoza. 



COVENANT PRAYER RETREAT 

WILEY HEIGHTS COVENANT 

Friday, February 5th: 6:30-8:30pm 

*Saturday, February 6th: 9:00am-4:45pm 

*(Continental breakfast and lunch will be served) 

An ―Invitation to Prayer" is a guided* retreat offering extended time and space for God.  In 
the midst of an overly busy and increasingly demanding world, the nourishment of a rich 
and varied prayer life too often becomes a rarity, even a luxury. This retreat is designed to 
encourage participants:  
•    to hear God speak to them personally; 
•    to feel more deeply connected to others; 
•    to discover, or re-discover, a longing to continue deeper levels of prayer,   both person-
ally and communally;                                                                                
•    to become more attentive to the Spirit in the midst of everyday activity. 
 *Dawn Owalter is a pastor of Trinity Covenant Church in Salem, Oregon, and is an online instructor of Old Testament for 

Fuller Seminary..  She holds a Master of Divinity with a specialization in spiritual direction/spirituality from Fuller Theologi-

cal Seminary and a certificate in retreat/spiritual direction from the Spirituality Center in Los Angeles, CA. 

 After many years, Vernis Carlson has moved out of her home on Occidental to her lovely new home at 
Living View. Her address is: 211 N. 40th Ave., # 202, Yakima, WA 98902. Congratulations, Vernis! 
 
From Jan Carlson: On Wednesday, November 25th, 22 members of the Yakima Symphony Chorus and 
ten additional family members left Sea-Tac for Vienna, Austria, via London. We arrived in Vienna Thurs-
day afternoon about 6:00pm and transferred to our hotel (the Hotel de France). Friday morning, we had a 
tour of Vienna by coach visiting several castles and some other sights. That afternoon we had a concert 
at City Hall, downtown Vienna, part of the advent concerts.  
 There were choirs from all over Europe and several from the U.S., 5 choirs each afternoon. Sun-
day evening, I went to Schonbrunn Castle for a Mozart Concert. Mozart had played in the same room as 
a child. It was really exciting.  
 On Monday we boarded our motor coach and drove to Prague. The Austrian countryside was low 
rolling hills with small villages, here and there. The narrow road was lined with pear trees. On our way to 
Prague, we stopped in Kutna Hora. We visited a truly gothic cathedral with huge flying buttresses. It was 
St. Barbara Church. On Tuesday, we had a motor  coach tour of Prague, rehearsal and concert at St. 
Nicholas Church, Old Town Square. We were able to do some shopping and visit the Christmas Markets 
there also. Tuesday evening was a farewell dinner with local folk singers and dancers. Wednesday we 
were up early and on our way to the airport and our long flight home. 
 We were up at 5:00am (they are 9 hours ahead of us here in Washington) and arrived in Seattle 
at 4:00pm, then driving home. It was a fun trip, but very hard on the old knees walking on the cobble-
stone streets and sidewalks. Vienna is a beautiful city and so is Prague, but we weren‘t in Prague long 
enough to really see much of it. I have enjoyed my years singing in the choir and hope to go on other 
trips in the future. 
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Director of Youth and Family Ministries 2009 Report—Sherrin Melcher   
Some of the highlights from 2009: 
Worship music selection, Mark George Sharma and I meet about every other month, and choose the worship music for 
the Sunday service, I record and organize the selections.   
Run Sound and video equipment, for special events, weddings and funerals. 
Fun & Fellowship activities, coordinate, set up and advertise. This year we played Bingo, BUNCO, Horseshoes, and 
enjoyed picnics, and BBQ‘s.  
Chili Cook-Off, CHIC fundraiser; With 7 entries, Jim Milton took the certificate for 2009. 
30 Hour Famine for World Vision, the WHY group went 30 hours with no food and raised $228.23.   
Mexico Mission Trip; (With Selah Covenant) We hold several fundraisers, and attend several meetings before this 9 day 
trip. The group of 52 built two houses and taught a VBS in Tijuana.  
Christian Seder Meal: Maundy Thursday evening to experience a Seder meal with a Christian connection. 
Yard Sale: Raising $750 for the homeless of Yakima. 
VBS; Teaching the triune nature of God in a Wild West format. We developed our own curriculum at a great savings to the 
 church, and traveled to Trinity, a Holy Ghost Town. We also raised $730.00 toward our missionary focus, providing money 
for education of Missionary children in Columbia, resulting in Pie in the face for Dave and me. 

Travel: Connection, three days of training in Chicago prior to mid-winter. NPC annual meeting in Clackamas Or. Nexis  a  

Pastor’s 2009 Annual Report  January 31st, 2010 (from page 1)  

Postscript 
For those of you who are interested in perhaps in a more quantitative report, I submit as well a listing of some of the formal 
activities, for which occupy much of my time:  
Participation in Yakima‘s Evangelical Ministerium Association 

Participation in West Valley Pastor‘s group 
Participation in West Valley Superintendent‘s Clergy Meetings 
Weekly Worship, Confirmation, Bible study, counseling, and staff meetings and monthly board meetings 
Homebound communion visits 
Marriage counseling for three couples 
Performed in five weddings 
Eight funerals/memorial services 
Two Inquirer‘s Classes 
Attended North Pacific Conference Annual Meeting and Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting 
Attended Willow Creek Leadership Conference 
Attended North Pacific Conference Clergy Retreat 
127 Gallons of Coffee consumed (estimated) 

 

From Chairman Ted Nyberg 
Another year has come and gone. It‘s time to look back and reflect on all God‘s blessings, for we at Wiley Heights have 
been greatly blessed. 
 I especially want to thank God for blessing us with Pastor Mark and Megan. They have brought a young and vi-
brant atmosphere to us all. Pastor Mark has a real gift of relating to our elderly and young alike. This has been made evi-
dent in our Sunday morning attendance, bible studies and youth activities. God knew what we needed and He provided. 
 We also need to thank God for Sherrin Melcher and her hard work with the Youth groups. Though they are still 
small, she has not given up on them and continues to work hard to show them God‘s love. 
 The Trustees, led by Ron Bowman, had a very trying year, but with their hard work and many hours, the church 
has not looked so good for many years.  
 Last but not least, I am so thankful for the blessed congregation. Without you and your many prayers, none of 
these things would have taken place. 



3 Director of Youth and Family Ministries  continued 
one week intense training at North Park Seminary in Chicago, CHIC—eight days at the University of Tennessee,  Creation, 
four days at the Gorge Amphitheatre  for worship and seminars. Mexico Mission Trip, Cascades Camp, Mud, Thunder, and 
women‘s retreat. 
Operation Christmas Child;  plan, coordinate and carry out, the shoebox party. This year we filled 153 boxes in less then 
an hour. 
At the End of Slavery; Film screening, The Battle for Justice in Our Time. How slavery is still very wide spread in America 
and around the world.  
Christmas, program, decorating and un-decorating. 

. 

CAMP REPORT 2009—Sherrin Melcher 

 This is where your donations were used this last year 

High School MUD Retreat Cascades January 16th – 19th 2009 Attended by 6 youth & 1 chaperone 

Grandparents Weekend: June 5th -7th 2009: one family 

Young Life Malibu camp: cost $650 We helped with $200 for 1 student 

Summer Camp at Cascades & Ghormley June15th – August 1st 2009 - 15 youth 

Women‘s Retreat: September 18th – 20th 2009 Attended by 19 Women 

Men Of Faith Retreat: September 25th-27th 2009 Attended by 6 Men 

JR High Thunder Retreat October 23rd – 25th 2009  Attended by 2 chaperons and 4 youth  

Family Camp 

Our Camp policy is that the church pays the full amount and any one is welcome to donate back into the camp fund as 

they feel led. Money should not be a reason to miss the camp experience. Thank you for supporting this outreach ministry  

 

YOUTH REPORTS 2009 – Sherrin Melcher 
WHY: Wiley Heights Youth group High school grades 9 – 12. We have been working very hard on the worship band; our 
name is ―WHY WORSHIP‖ and have presented six services at the Union Gospel Mission as well as leading worship for 
Vacation Bible School this summer and one service on Sunday morning. We participated in World Vision 30 hour famine 
and raised $228.23. We also went on two hikes this year. We spend a large portion of our time on Thursday night talking 
about our lives, struggles, and praises, lifting each other up to God in prayer. Then we close each meeting with a Bible 
study or object lesson.   
JR WHY: Wiley Heights Youth group High school grades 5 – 8. We have been working on what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus & how to go against our culture and stand for Jesus, even if you are the only one. We have an average of   
10 boys and girls who come every Wed. night to worship, play, eat and learn that God is calling them into a deeper rela-
tionship with him. They also work very hard every week at memorizing scripture. Thank you, Jesse Seymour, for coming 
each week to help with music, and play games with the kids. 
JUMP Club: Is a program for preschool kids age four through grade 4. The theme is Jesus Upholds My Path based on the 
verse in Psalm 119:105. They hear stories from the bible, memorize scripture and sing songs. Thank you, Maria Riedman 
for coming faithfully each week to teach this class while I am teaching the JR WHY group. I couldn‘t have done this format 
without you. Also, a big thank you to Dave Elzie for coming each week to play his guitar, so we can learn the worship 
songs. 
  
 Treasurer’s Report 2009—Becky Thomas   
The December general budget income was a healthy $25,940.82. 
Miscellaneous Missions support totaled $3,447.50. 
Miscellaneous designated expenses totaled $2,457.00. 
Total Memorial funds are $36,211.74. 
At year‘s end, all bills were paid. 
Thank you for prayers and to all who continue to support Wiley Heights Covenant Church. 
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Nursery Coordinator—  Megan Swanson 
The toys were all cleaned in a bleach bath by Jennifer 
and Megan, now we will maintain a regular schedule 
for cleaning. 
  I will be working to establish clear guidelines 
for nursery volunteers regarding nursery policies (i.e. 
snacks, cleaning up, disinfecting, diapering, etc.). 
 The second Wednesday of each month, 
Megan Swanson hosts a Moms and Children playdate 
in the nursery with moms she has gotten to know 
through Memorial Hospital‘s community ed programs. 
We have met 3 times so far and the group greatly ap-
preciates the chance to use the space. It is simply a 
time for our children to play and moms to socialize.  
One of the regular moms recently donated a plush 
rocking horse to the nursery.  
 We have a great group of regular nursery vol-
unteers! Thank you for your help. There is more work 
to be done. 

  
Deacon Report— Jim Milton 

Thanks to deacons:   Thanks to our Deacons this 
year and to John and Mark for helping us out.  They 
shared in visitation, service of communion and other 
planning activities and ministries of the Deacons. 
 Thanks to all who gave Christmas families this 
fall, even though dinner was cancelled.  This allowed 
our church to give Christmas gift certificates to eight 
families.  A ―thank you‖ letter was received from People 
for People, who provided half of the names, and proc-
essed the gift certificates for food and clothing.  The 
Harvest Festival was another activity well supported by 
the church.  This fund raiser provided non-perishables 
as well as cash to the work of the UGM. 

Other activities and fund raisers of the year 
included:  Covenant World Relief, Alaska Christian Col-
lege program and scholarship money tree, Covenant 
Trust presentation, Easter ―Bringing my World to 
Christ‖, Gospel  Messengers,  MARC Air, Alaska,  
Lanny and Carla Arensen of Africa Inland Mission, and 
Andrew Larsen of NPC with ministry to Muslims. 

Thanks to all groups and individuals who once 
again participated in our bi-monthly services at the Un-
ion Gospel Mission.  Also, to the WHY group that did 
extra services for the UGM women‘s ministry. 
 New members welcomed into the Wiley 
Heights church family included Ed and Maggie Adams, 
Dave Elzie, Bev Cardoza and Megan Swanson. 

Jim and Mark enjoyed attending Covenant  
Annual Meeting in Portland. 
 

     

  

  

Christian Education Annual Report  
Chris Carlson 
Our year in review: 
January  
 11th  Family Bunko Party 

18th  MUDD retreat 
 25th  Annual Meeting with Chili and Cornbread 
 Cook-off  
 benefiting the Youth 
February 
  8th  Baby Shower for Megan Swanson 
March 
  1st   Family Bunko 
 27th  Youth trip to Mexico 
April 
  9th  Church Seder Meal 
 19th  Easter Service with Fun and Fellowship 
 Potluck Dinner  
 and Easter Egg Hunt 
May 
  9th  CHIC Yard Sale made $750.00 
 10th  Mothers Day Service 
 31st Outdoor Church Service 
June 
  7th  Last day of Sunday School 
 14th Graduation Sunday  
 14th – 18th    VBS 6:30 – 8:30, Western  
 Theme. Up to 25 children participated each  
 Evening, raising $730.00 for Pastors children in 
 Ecuador. 
 21st – Fathers Day 
 28th   Sherrin and Preston attended Youth  
 Nexis in Chicago at North Park 
July  
 11th – 18th – Sherrin and Kelly Clasen attend 
 CHIC   
September 
 13th – 2nd Annual Horseshoe Tournament 
 23rd – Jr WHY and JUMP Club resumed 
October 
 23rd – Thunder Youth Retreat, Camp of the 
 Cascades 
November 
 11th – Operation Shoebox Party 
December 
 13th -  Our Christmas Program and dinner were 
 postponed due to flooding 
 20th -  The Christmas Program was performed 
 during Worship . 

  

  
 
 
 

February Anniversaries 

2 Gene & Sherry Clasen 

25  Andrew & Anita Thompson 

26  Milton & Ruth Stave 

 Chawley & Becky Thomas 
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Trustees Report 2009    
 2009 was a very busy year for the Trustees. In addition to serving at the Union Gospel Mission at ap-

pointed times, we had numerous repairs, projects, and headaches. Following is a condensed list: 
  

 

 

 

 

Sanctuary 
1) Installed new thermostat 
2) Repaired squeaks on 
platform and installed new 
carpet 
3) Replaced dimmer switch 
4) Repaired broken pews 
and installed new pew pads 
5) Recovered Pastor‘s chair 
6) Replaced emergency light 
 

Upstairs 
1) Installed new faucet in 
overflow room 
2) Installed new bulletin 
board 
3) Repaired alarm system 
and updated settings 
4) Repaired drain in unisex 
R/Room 
5) Moved file cabinet, furni-
ture 
6) Air conditioning serviced 

Roof 
1) Replaced bad shakes 
2) Tethered steeple to prevent 
movement. 
3) Flashed, Caulked, scraped 
and painted steeple 
 

Van 
1) New tires and windshield 
2) Repaired exhaust leak 
3) Routine maintenance – oil 
change, etc. 

Note of thanks: 
This all could not have been done without  major financial 
support from the congregation and the help of my fellow 
trustees. Also, thanks go to unofficial trustees, Ron Carl-
son, Donn Clasen, and Chawley and Becky Thomas. Addi-
tional thanks go to the crew at Thomas Northwest Masonry 
and to  Steve Herke of Herke Rock & Demolition.  Many 
thanks go to the Clasen‘s for the use of their equipment, 
their burn pile, and for the Christmas trees that were pro-
vided for the church. It‘s good to know that we can always 
depend on their generous support. To numerous others 
who have helped maintain and beautify Wiley Heights 
Covenant Church, we couldn‘t have done it without you. 

Outdoors 
1) Sprayed weeds in parking 
lot 
2) Re-striped and added 3 
designated  
‗Handicapped‘ spaces. 
3) Repaired entrance patches 
4) Repaired on-going irrigation 
problems 
5) Had new ‗Summer Hours‘ 
banners made 
6) Roto-rootered septic line 
7) Replaced all neon in cross 
and transformer 
8) New wall, wrought iron 
fence, planter, landscaping, 
etc. 
9) Matching wrought iron 
fence and posts for dumpster 
enclosure and apron. 

Lower Level 
1) Repaired podium in Youth 
Room 
2) Purchased stand for large 
cross 
3) Changed door lock on stor-
age room and installed motion 
sensor 
4) Changed pressure relief 
valve on Hot water tank  
5) Well water tested and water 
softener service 
6) Replaced timer for outside 
lights, sign and cross 
7) Replaced emergency light 
in Fellowship Hall 
 

Kitchen 
1) New Stove 
2) Mini blinds 
3) PUR water filtration system 
4) Replaced 2 ballasts and 
installed all new light tubes 
5) Dishwasher serviced 
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Quilting B -  Carolyn Van de Graaf 

In 2009 we made 67 quilts. Our expenses were $525.00. 

We sold 19 quilts and had a $150.00 donation. Thank you, everyone, for your support. 

 >We gave the YWCA (battered women) 14 quilts and bought $75.00 of cleaning supplies, etc. 

 >Prime Time  4 quilts 

 >Union Gospel Mission 12 quilts 

 >Voices for Children 14 quilts and $100.00 donation to Wants and Wishes program. This provides extra things 

for activities, bicycles, musical instruments and lessons, etc., when foster families are not able to provide them. 

 >5 quilts were donated to us and we gave them to the Angel House, an adult home. 

  

Women Ministries 2009—Marian Anderson—Here is a resume‘ of our 2009 schedule: 

January 20 Rip n‘ Roll and Annual Business Meeting   

February 7 Baby shower for Baby Swanson -   

February 11 Memorial luncheon for Bob McInnes  

February 17 Rip n‘ Roll 

February 13, 14, 15  Dinners to Pastor Mark and Megan   

  after the birth of little Oskar  

February 22 Women Ministries Sunday  . 

March 14 Surprise birthday party for Herald Catlin   

March 17 Rip n‘ Roll 

April 18 Bridal shower for Brianne Field  

April 25* Ladies Spring Luncheon with theme ―Hats 

  and Gloves‖.   

*After 32 years as treasurer, Ruth Milton resigned and en-

trusted her job to Bev Cardoza.  

May 15  Wedding rehearsal for Brianne Field and  

  Justin Hellem. 

May 16  Wedding for Brianne and Justin 

May 28  Alaska Christian College Choir concert  at

  7:00pm  

May 30  Bridal shower for Rosemary Bales   

June 1  Memorial Luncheon following the service for 

  June McGriff. 

June 4  Graveside service for Frank Enquist with  

  luncheon @ the church.   

June 9  Rip n‘ Roll 

July 26  Quarterly Church Business meeting 

August 13 Wedding rehearsal for Haley Corbin &  

  Darus Moore. 

August 14 Bridal shower for Ashley Carlson.   

August 15 Wedding for Haley and Darus 

August 28 Wedding rehearsal for Ashley Carlson and 

  Garrett Owens 

 

 
  
  

August 29 Wedding for Ashley and Garrett 

September 4 Wedding rehearsal for Catherin (Caty)  

  Cantrell and Aaron Cockrum. 

September 5 Wedding for Caty and Aaron 

September 11 Wedding rehearsal for Brenda Clasen and 

  Luke McCarl.   

September 12 Wedding for Brenda and Luke 

September 15  Rip n‘ Roll 

September 18-20 Women Ministries Retreat at Cascades 

  Camp.   

October 14 Memorial service for Paul Nystrom followed 

  by a luncheon.  

October 17 Memorial service for Mildred Hembree  

  followed by a luncheon.     

October 25  Quarterly Business Meeting preceded by a 

  luncheon fundraiser for Women Ministries   

November 1 Harvest Festival Dinner with Basic Needs 

  shower for the UGM.   

November 16 Memorial service for Linda Greenwood  

  followed by a turkey dinner.   

November 20/21 Wedding rehearsal/Wedding for Teresa 

  Hansen and Mark Long. 

December 13 Annual church program (5:00pm) and  

  annual Christmas dinner were cancelled at 

  4:00pm because due to a back up of the  

  septic system. 

December 25 Julotta at 6:30am followed with coffee  

  breads in Fellowship Hall. 

Other: $55.00 was raise via the Narthex Christmas Card. 

$500.00 was given as Christmas gifts to our WM missionar-

ies. 

Treasurer‘s report available in the office. 
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Sunday School Superintendent—Pam Milford 

This year we are trying something different, with Anne McEwen teaching a ‗combination‘ Sunday School class. This inter-

generational class incorporates both the children and adults into one class on Sunday mornings. While attendance for the 

children has been low, the adult attendance has averaged about 20 people per week. Those attending have enjoyed the 

format. 

 Confirmation class meets (led by Pastor Mark)  on Su8nday mornings @ 10:00am, with 3-4 students in atten-

dance.  

 The Women‘s Bible Study group continues to meet at 8:30am in the Library on Sunday mornings. This has been a 

well-attended study, greatly enjoyed by the ladies in attendance. 

 Thank you to Sherrin Melcher for organizing the annual Easter Egg hund and Christmas Program. The hunt was a 

huge success and a lot of fun. Our Christmas Program, ―The Christmas Hang-Ups‖, was held during our 11:00am service 

on December 20, due to a rescheduling. This was a wonderful, entertaining, program, enjoyed by all. 

 

 

An Appointment with God—AT MUD with Sherrin Melcher 

 

I have a confession to make; I have never been any good at being quiet before the Lord. I‘m always rushing around doing 

for the Lord, and I think that is good; but there comes a time when he will ask you to just sit be quiet and listen.  

 At Mud this year I felt very useless, I couldn‘t play games. The kids had enough leadership so, on Saturday morn-

ing, I was just feeling like ―… why did I come… no one needs me to do anything‖. So I went to the boxcar to read my bible 

and while I was reading two other things popped into my head and I realized, ―I don‘t know what I just read and I don‘t 

really remember what I was just thinking about. What am I doing here?‖ 

 On Sunday we were challenged to do a fast - to skip lunch and spend the 45 minutes on a spiritual parable, quiet 

time before the Lord. So we met together and the speaker, Melissa Wall, introduced what we were going to do. Go out 

side, wherever God leads you, and just be open to his leading and listen to what he has to say. He may lead you to a tree 

and tell you, ―I want you to grow deep roots like this tree, so you can grow strong and tall in my will‖.  

 ―Well,‖ I thought to myself, ―that would be so cool, but those things never happen to me. I never hear God speak to 

me, but I‘ll go outside and see if I can at least be quiet for 15 minutes and not think of 15 different things.‖  

 So, I head outside and notice a spot by a bush where no one is, so I go there and I think to myself, ―That bush is 

going in all over the place… that is how I‘m feeling.‖ Then I look closer and see one little branch going straight up and kind 

of twisting around itself in a knot and then up again. I think to myself, ―That is me that is how I‘m feeling right now.‖  I look 

up and see the tree line across the lake and I notice how beautiful it is, and as I look at the whole picture I see the reflec-

tion of the tree in the lake. I hear very clearly in my head, ―I want you to be a reflection of me. ― 

  I know in my heart it is a message from God and I think, ―Wow! How cool is that he wants me to reflect him.‖ Then 

I notice the water is perfectly calm and I hear, ―You can‘t see the reflection if the lake is not calm.‖ Then it hits me, I can‘t 

truly be a reflection of God if I don‘t spend quiet time in his presence, listening. My lake is never calm, so you can‘t tell 

there is a reflection or, at least, what the reflection might be of.  

 My trip to MUD was a Divine Appointment with God. He had a specific message for me but I don‘t usually sit still 

long enough for him to give it to me. So he sent me to camp with no real purpose and I finally stopped long enough to lis-

ten to what he wants me to do. ―Be still and know that I am God, Listen, be in my presence and reflect who I am to the 

world.‖ 

 Thank you for sending me on this retreat!  
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Prayers for February 

Prayers of outreach: 
 
1) Those on the mission field 
 
2) The homeless, destitute, imprisoned 
 
3) Those serving in the military, in harm’s way 
 
4) Prayers for the lost, the hungry 
 
5) Strength to pray for our enemies 
 

  òRejoice always, pray without ceasing, 

in everything give thanks; for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you.ó 1 Thess. 5:17 

In our church community: 

Pray for the Prayer Retreat, Feb. 5
th
 and 6

th
 

Praise that a cancer has disappeared 

Prayers for those recovering from surgery 

Someone is suffering from severe weakness 

Exploratory surgery has been scheduled for a 

friend 

Recovery from falls, hospital stays 

Prayers for peace between mother and daugh-

ter 

The country and people of Haiti 

Those who suffer with cancer 


