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Birthdays
4 Donna Black

Sara Ann Prine
Kyle Mellander
Dhelly Arensen
Charles Tissell
7 Michael Carlson
Gordon Kuenn
Laura Melcher
10 Lisa Arensen
Lee Hunsperger
Andy Black
I Esther Berg
12 Donna Swanberq
172 Brent Clasen
Patty Arensen
15 Mike Arensen
1 Betty Jesperson
T Betty Varner
20 Andrew Kuenn
Carolyn Van de
Grraaf
22 Patrick Clifton
24 Vernis Carlson
20 Ruth Milton
2% Dena Elzie
Kristofer
Riedman
29 Kerith Arensen

[N}

Wedding

Auniversaries
4 Les & Betty

Jesperson

1b Donn & Lianne
C\asen

24 Don & Nadyne
Onipes

Any mistakes? Please call

RN

the office and leave
VOICE a message.

G I L B ERT R 0 A D,

FROM THE PASTOR

“ENTER HIS GATES WITH
THANKSGIVING AND HIS COURTS
WITH PRAISE, GIVE THANKS TO HIM
AND PRAISE HIS NAME.”

PsaLM 100:4

The tendency is to be grateful in
response. Thanksgiving seems
properly situated in our calen-
dar year in November, respond-
ing to the harvest the year has
provided, whether a literal har-
vest or simply a harvest of
blessings, before turning our
hearts and minds to a new year.

January rolls around and it’s
easy to be thinking about reso-
lutions or goals, what we want
to accomplish in the next 12
months. | know | do and | will
have my goals for this year.

Yet, this year | want to combine
my November and January, to
take a different approach and
be preemptively grateful from
Day 1, January 1, 2012, to allow
gratitude to be something that
infiltrates each one of my days
from the get-go. | say that not
with a pie-in-the-sky sort of
glee. People are in hard spots
with their health, the economy,
strained relationships, among
many other difficulties. In some
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cases, as the year unfolds, | will
sit with others or find myself in
places of deep lament, crying
out to God for his deliverance
and relief. At those timesiitis
difficult to give thanks.

Yet, as | explore the laments of
scripture, there seems often to
be a consistent space for some
gratitude and some praise. In
the book of Lamentations,
which reflects on the explosive
devastation that God’s people
go through at the hand of the
Babylonian army, you find
nearly right in the middle of the
book, “Because of the LORD’s
great love we are not con-
sumed, for his compassions
never fail. They are new every
morning; great is your faithful-
ness.” (3:22-23)

| believe our gratitude can be
conditioned not on the ins and
outs of our lives, but rooted in
an understanding of God, who
has promised to be faithful,
even when a day might not feel
that way. So, as | take my first
breath on Sunday, January 1,
2012, | want to use it to say
“Thank You.” | hope you do as
well. Enjoy 2012!
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N ot Qu i t e Fi ni sPheetdor Mark, page 1)

If you have any pictures from the life of Wiley Heights in 2011, could you please send them to Pastor Mark at
mark@wileyheightscovenant.org or drop them off at the church.

Are you interested in becoming a member of Wiley Heights or learning more about the church? Please join
us Saturday, January 20th from 9:00am -12:30 to learn about Wiley Heights, have any questions answered,
and eat some lunch. Please let Pastor Mark know if you plan on being there.

DID YOU KNOW...

That Jim Miltondiscovered you can buy Korvsausage Y RS FNRBY |1 2YSNJ / I Nk a2y Qa
Matterhorn meats here in Yakima! The address: Matterhorn Meats and Sausages, 1313 N. 16th Ave.;
Phone # is 248-1600!

DID YOU KNOW...

¢2 OSfSONI GS ¢ &&RQuargstookialkip td Jed\ulpditian: oBtile West Indies. They dis-
covered what “high seas” were after seeing waves crash over their deck 5 cabin window. They did, how-
ever, find blue skies and calm seas sailing just 3 miles off the Cuban coast where previous cruise ships had
stopped to pick up desperate people determined to escape the Castro regime.

In an attempt to feel younger, Ted and Sandy climbed the Dunns River Falls in Jamaica and did
some snorkeling off Cozumel. In between, they found laying in the sun while listening to calypso music in
the Caymans just delightful. They were also ale to meet the captain of the Norwegian Pearl, tour the
bridge and go down in the “hole” to see the inner workings of their floating city, serving about 2,400 pas-
sengers. Ask them about their trip. They’ve got lots of stories to share.

DID YOU KNOW...

/| KNRA&AGYF & 51 & Qd athkdafesgirg fbrithosd Bhild@meOus in the dark, early morning
chill. With Christmas carols, the traditional story from the scriptures, a wonderful message from
Pastor Mark, and the sanctuary aglow in gentle candlelight, our church family together welcomed the
Christ child once again into the small town of Bethlehem and the desperately needy place that was and is
our world.

The entrance of the church was lit only by wonderful luminaries, in the form of ’snow-covered’
glass blocks, lit from within. Beautiful.

Several children came still dressed in their pajamas—warm and fuzzy in the most literal sense.
The smallest among them dozed or wiggled a bit, whispering in tiny voices and holding close to family.
One of our readers, Judy Johansen, was dressed in her Norwegian garb, adding to the tradition of the day.
Splendid.

After the service, we made our way downstairs to a delicious breakfast of homemade breads and
goodies. God had another special treat for us as the early morning sky outside the Fellowship Hall be-
came painted in pinks, purples, blues, whites, and gold—what a sunrise! What a morning! What a Savior.

(If you have something for the VOICE, drop it by the office by the 15th of the month! Thanks!)
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IN THE CHURCH AND THEIR LIFE MISSION IN THE WOR

OUR STAFF:
PASTOR MARK SWANSON
CELL: 494-9850

YOUTH AND FAMILY DIRECTOR
SHERRIN MELCHER

CELL 930-6227
WHY@WILEYHEIGHTSCOVENANT.ORG

GENERAL OFFICE HOURS
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM
(509) 966-2383

FAX 966-6948

ANNE MCEWEN, SECRETARY
ANNE@WILEYHEIGHTSCOVENANT.ORG

THE VOICE OF WILEY HEIGHTS COVENANT CHURCH
JANUARY, 201 1
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WILEYHEIGHTSCOVENANT.ORG
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WILEY HEIGHTS COVENANT EXISTS TO MAGNIFY GOD’S NAME, BRING PEOPLE TO JESUS AND MEMBERSHIP IN
HIs FAMILY, ENCOURAGE GROWTH IN CHRIST-LIKE MATURITY, AND EQUIP EVERY MEMBER FOR THEIR MINISTRY

A FAVORITE PICTURE OF 2011
DAN AND SPENCER RODE TO CHURCH
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