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Inlieu of an article from me this month, | thought the followin
was all the more appropriateastor Pihlstrom was often a
preacher at Wiley Heights during its early days, as he served
the pastor of Selah Covenant Chutdh.wrote this reflection on
Thanksgiving in 1934, in the midst of the Great Depre8sidn.
while we are still leaps and bounds from what that time was
our current economic recession seems to lead this article to
resonate still todaywe would like to thank Joyce Thorssen fo
passing on this article, as Rev. Pihlstrom was her fé&ther.
joy! Pastor Mark

Thanksgiving
By Rev. C.F. Pihlstrom
(Originally publ. in Selah, WA, Thursday, Nov.29,1

AwWhat shal/l I render ui
ward me?0 (Ps. 116:12)
this is the wild of Goq
Thess. 5:18).

No holiday in our calendar is comparable tg
Thanksgiving. There is no holiday quite like it anyw
the world. It celebrates no battle, no political revoly
the birthday of no great man and no church ritual.
great holiday of common people who have worked
year and now thank God humbly for good harvestg
spirit the heartfelt acd
of every good and perfg

During the summer following the landing of
Pilgrim Fathers on the rocky coast of Massachuse
supply of food was exhausted. The first harvest wa
far from ripe, and the leader one day awoke to the
fact that there remained but a single pint of corn in
settlement. The outlook was dark indeed, but from
seven sturdy log cabins, the people were summon
the slender supply impartially divided among them
kernels being the share of each. Following this frug
four months elapsed, before they again tasted eith
or bread, their fare consisting of shellfish, berries,
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and other edibles which the wild country and the
neighboring sea afforded.

When, at last, the crops were gathered in, Gov-
ernor Bradford ordered a special season of Thanksgiv
ike, t0 God, and for three days they feasted and made mel
generously sharing their hospitality with Chief Massas
and his Indian warriors.

As loyal Americans, we can never forget that
historic gathering at Plymouth; and surrounding our
bountiful boards in this day of plenty, we should also b
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stirred by the gratitude and generosity that gave birth t
934the first Thanksgiving Day.
Former years prosperity has been put forward
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thank God. Prosperity serves as an incentive to selfist
ness, because it provides an opportunity for indulgenc
’herﬁ/Wat the world can give, it can also take away. What

tiong g gives, the world has no power to give nor to take

tis QWay.
all _th? If there is one place in all this land of ours wher
Yt ought to thank God, it is in this valley. While othe
bk |BC%.|IW€!S ﬁagegsﬁffg}gdqrf)m n?aFly afiVdtiediSitatiB
> C 50d,9n' His infinfle mercy, has spared us and we have
the been blessed of God in an unmerited manner. And

s, tg\?érry right thinking man and woman with all this in mir
1S TQ‘“vUiII ask the question which the Psalmist of old pro-
%r%é)unded, AWhat shal/l I r
the enefits unto me?0 There
u&;ht to do. The first sacrifice we can bring to God is
fivéhat of thanksgiving. AL
jal ﬁ?e%‘)d’ that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
ercBf@ me. 0 (Hebrews 13:15) S
hutdheaviest burden the earth carries is the ungrateful mar

(Thanksgiving, pg. 2)




OPERATION SHOEBOX PACKING PARTY!

Where has this year gone? | canodét believe its No
and lots of shoeboxes! | have been given a challenge of 150 packed shoeboxes. If we can fill them, the shipj
per box is already paid. What a blessing. So, here at the church, you will find little suggestion cardsadhey are
the amounts that will be needed to fill 150 boxes.

We will be having our annual shoebox packing party on Saturday,sNWembkb2gin with lunch at
11:00am and my goal is to have all the boxes filled to overflowing by 2:00pm, so we will need many hands.

We need: crayons, color books, tennis balls, toothbrushes, toothpaste, hard candy, hot wheels, dolls,
mals, socks, underwear, bars of soap, washcloths, combs, books, and anything else that God lays on your h
flops are a great addition as many poor <children
tect the feet fairly well. We could also use shoeboxes and paper to wrap them.

Bring all your items to the church no later than the Sunday before the part{, Sédvesmbaréstory
what we may still need for packing. Arrive at 11:00am for lundmoneh&ad fill you with the Christmas spirit. It
truly is better to give than to receive!

AGod bless us, every one! o
Sherrin Melcher

ThanksgivingFRQ-W IURP SJ
How much have YOU thanked God for His benefits to you? Will this Thanksgiving Day find you in the House
turning thanks unto Him? It would only be an act of courtesy which you would extend every man for benefits
how much more ought you not to acknowledge the D
but remember also that the benefits God has showered upon you, have come to you in the sight of all men,
youwoul d then publicly thank Him, by attending a
It may be that trials and difficulties have been met with during the year; losses may have been sustair
are now stild/l in a place of difficulty. The Word
praise, glorifieth Me, and prepareth a WAY that
THANKSGI VI NG. God stands by His promises. Al n ev
and difficulties.

But after you have given thanks to God, donét
to another | ess fortunate than you are. ABut to
pl eased. o (Heb. 13:16) fAHe that hath pity on th
beat God in giving. fAGive and it shal/l be ginven
Son as your Savior. Have you received Him. Do you know Him as such? If not, follow the example of the Ps:
sai d, Al will take the cup of salvation and d¢all

b e s -andgalavill have a Thanksgiving Day every day.



